Population. —The population of Rumania numbered 5,912,520 
in 1899, an d about 6,850,000 in 1910. Fully 6,000,000 
of these were Rumans or Vlachs ( q.v .). The population of 
foreign descent comprises many Jews, Armenians, gipsies, 
Greeks, Germans, Turks, Tatars and Magyars, Servians and 
Bulgarians. The Jews increase more rapidly than any of these 
peoples except the Armenians. They usually congregate in the 
larger towns, though in northern Moldavia there are a few 
purely Jewish villages, recalling those of Poland. 

The bitter feeling against them in Rumania is not so much due 
to religious fanaticism as to the fear that if given political and 
other rights they will gradually possess themselves of the whole 
soil- In many towns in northern Moldavia the Jews are in a 
majority, and their total numbers in Rumania are ^bout 300,000, 
i.e. about one-twentieth of the entire population, a larger ratio 
than exists in any other country in the world. In many places 
they have the monopoly of the wine and spirit shops, and retail 
trade generally; and as they are always willing to advance 
money on usury, and are more intelligent and better educated 
than the ordinary peasant, there is little doubt that in a country 
where the large landowners are proverbially extravagant, and 
the peasant proprietors needy, the soil would soon fall into the 
hands of the Jews were it not for the stringent laws which pre¬ 
vent them from owning land outside the towns. When in 
addition it is considered that the Moldavian Jews, who are 
mostly of Polish and Russian origin, speak a foreign language, 
-wear a distinguishing dress and keep themselves aloof from 
their neighbours, the antipathy in which they are held by the 
Rumanians generally may be understood. 

The gipsies, who are mostly converts to the Orthodox Church, 
still, as a rule, cling to their vagabond existence, though their 
skill at all handicrafts finds them ready employment in the towns. 
During their centuries of slavery, they were organized into 
castes, as musicians, metal workers, masons, &c.; but after 
about 1850 the bonds of caste were gradually relaxed and 
gipsies began to intermarry with Rumans. The Greeks form a 
floating population of merchants and small traders, anxious to 
amass a fortune and Teturn home. German ai I Austrian 
business men visit the country in large numbers, and colonies 
of German formers flourish among the mountains of Little 
Walachia. In central Moldavia there is a large population of 
Magyar descent, and the Servian and Bulgarian elements are 
strong near the Danube. The interior of the Dobrudja is occu¬ 
pied largely by Turks and Bulgarians, with Tatars, Russians and 
Armenians, but here the Ruman steadily gains ground at the 
expense of the alien. At Megidia, a flourishing town of about 
10,000 inhabitants, which sprang up after i860 between Cerna- 
voda and Constantza, the Tatars predominate. Russians of 
the Lipovan sect live in exile in Bucharest and other cities, 
earning a livelihood as cab-drivers, and wearing the long coats 
and round caps of their countrymen. 




